Diagnostic considerations about visceral leishmaniasis. Two case report.
Two cases of visceral leishmaniasis (VL) in immunocompetent patients have been described. Both patients lived in endemicic areas for leishmaniasis in the south of Italy, tested positive for anti-Leishmania antibodies. A definitive diagnosis of VL was delayed by false negative microscopic examinations. Both patients were treated successfully with liposomal amphotericin B. Immuno Fluorescent Assay (IFA) performed as an available test. It helped to pursue the correct diagnosis and therapy. Microscopy is reported to be highly sensitive and specific in the diagnosis of VL, nevertheless it may yield false negative results when examined in laboratories without good expertness.